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GENERAL FIGURES

Missing Children Europe (MCE) is the European federation for missing and 
sexually exploited children, representing 33 member organisations across 
27 countries. MCE coordinates the network of the 116 000 hotlines and 
the Cross-Border Family Mediators network, which prevents and resolves 
parental abductions. We bring together knowledge, policy action, and 
community efforts to prevent harm to children and stop them from being 
abused or going missing.

The 116 000 hotlines provide a specialised service for children who 
are missing or at risk of going missing, as for supporting their families. 
Operating in 33 countries across Europe, it offers free, 24/7 support, 
including emotional, psychological, social, legal, and administrative 
assistance.

In our work, understanding why children continue to go missing across 
Europe is necessary but remains complex. This is partly due to the lack of 
comparable data, which makes it difficult to fully understand the causes 
and identify effective ways to prevent disappearances. For example, the 
only report estimating the number of missing children across Europe dates 
back to 2013.1 To help address this gap, Missing Children Europe has 
been collecting and analysing data from the 116 000 hotlines since 2014.

For this year’s report, the hotlines in 26 countries provided data to Missing 
Children Europe (22 NGOs and foundations, 3 governmental agencies 
and one state-owned entity). These include Albania, Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Romania, Poland, Portugal, 
Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Ukraine and the 
United Kingdom.

Data collected from the hotlines does provide insight on reoccurring 
risks and vulnerabilities; however it does not capture the full scale of 
the phenomenon. While the hotlines generally provide information on 
the cases received, further detail on the causes and consequences of 
going missing is not always provided. In some countries, law enforcement 
agencies play a more active role, and data on missing children is not 
always handled or shared with the hotlines. Moreover, the categories of 
missing children handled by national hotlines may vary from one country to 
another, as do their capacities to monitor and record cases. Nevertheless, 
this report remains the only annual overview of its kind in Europe. It 
offers valuable information on evolving trends in child disappearances, 
identifies data gaps, and highlights where child protection systems must 
be strengthened.

1European Commission (2013) - Missing Children in the European Union
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CONTACTS WITH HOTLINES

Calls and contact points

In 2025, a total of 149,019 points of contact were recorded across 
26 hotlines, compared to 124,375 contacts reported by 22 hotlines 
in the previous year. Although the number of hotlines sharing data 
increased, a comparison of the hotlines that reported data in both 
years shows that the average number of points of contact per 
hotline also increased overall. This figure includes both answered 
and unanswered contacts. Phone calls remain the primary means of 
contact with 114,087 interactions, accounting for 77% of all contacts.

All 26 hotlines provided a detailed breakdown of the communication 
channels used to access the 116 000 hotline. Text messaging was 
the second most common method, with 26,075 contacts (17%), 
highlighting its continued importance as an alternative means of 
communication. Other channels accounted for a much smaller share 
of overall contacts, including emails (3%), social media (<1%), chat 
boxes (<1%), and other methods (<1%). This indicates that while a 
range of contact options is available, their use remains relatively limited 
compared to calls and texts.

Prevention points of contact

In 2025, 18 hotlines provided data on prevention-related points of 
contact, totalling 9,351 interactions. Not all hotlines were able to 
provide a detailed categorical breakdown. However, among the 15 
hotlines that did, parental abduction emerged as the most common, 
reaching 3,842 out of 5,058 points of contact or 76%.

This represents a shift from the previous year, where running away 
was the most frequently reported reason for prevention contacts. 
The change is likely explained by the specialised focus of the Dutch 
organisation managing the 116000 hotline on parental abduction 
cases and support aimed at preventing them. In 2025, the Netherlands 
alone accounted for 3,469 parental abduction prevention contacts, 
significantly contributing to the overall total and influencing the 
distribution of prevention-related calls across hotlines.

The second most common reason for prevention calls are cases of 
running away, accounting for 1,174 points of contact (23%) nearly 
double the number recorded in the previous year (645). This increase 
should also be considered in context, as the overall number of 
prevention-related contacts rose substantially compared to 2024, 
increasing from 7,824 to 9,351. The remaining prevention points 
of contact include missing children in migration (17), lost, injured or 
otherwise missing children (17), and cases of third-party abduction 
(8). The remaining 4,293 prevention contacts could not be further 
categorised, as data collection methods vary across hotlines. 

These calls play a vital role in preventing children from going missing by 
enabling early intervention and the development of tailored responses 
to safeguard vulnerable children. As such, the 116 000 hotline is 
particularly important, as it is the only dedicated national service 
providing free counselling and support to families and caregivers in 
situations where a child may be at risk of disappearance.

Types of points of contact

Calls
Chats
Texts
Emails

*Data from 26 hotlines

3%17%

3%

77%

Types of prevention points of contact

Parental abductions
Children who run away
Missing children in migration
Third party abduction
Lost, injured or otherwise missing

*Data from 15 hotlines
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0% 0%

23% 76%
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CASELOAD AND 
MISSING CHILDREN

In 2025, 26 hotlines completed the survey, but only 22 were able 
to provide data on cases handled through the 116 000 service. In 
2025, 22 hotlines reported 7,881 missing children cases, involving 7,180 
individual children. A higher number of cases than children, usually 
means that some children go missing more than once, particularly 
in instances of running away, where repeated episodes can lead to 
multiple cases being recorded for the same child. 

Types of missing children cases 

Similar to previous years, cases of children running away remain the 
most common, with 4,573 cases recorded in 2025, representing 58% 
of all cases. The second most frequent category is “lost, injured or 
otherwise missing” children cases, with 1,447 cases (18%), compared to 
561 the previous year. This is likely influenced by differences in reporting 
practices: some hotlines are unable to further disaggregate certain 
cases, which are therefore recorded under the broader “otherwise 
missing” category. Thirdly, 1,366 cases (17%) of international parental 
abduction were recorded in 2025. France, the Netherlands, and 
Belgium reported the highest number of cases in this category. Cases 
of children missing in migration have slightly increased from 428 in 
2024 to 464 (6%) in 2025. However, reporting in this category is 
known to be particularly challenging due to the nature and complexity 
of these cases. Lastly, third-party abduction cases account for 31 cases 
in 2025 (<1%). 

Types of missing children cases

Of the 26 hotlines, 12 indicated that they publish public appeals in 
missing children cases, and 11 hotlines were able to provide data 
on the number of appeals shared, totalling 4,189. In addition, 14 
hotlines reported 798 cases with a cross-border element. These 
cases predominantly concern international parental abduction 
(759), reflecting the inherently cross-jurisdictional nature of such 
cases. By comparison, only one case involving a child missing 
in migration was reported as having a cross-border element, 
although data collection in this category remains challenging.

The number of cross-border cases across all categories has 
fluctuated over time, from 1,018 in 2023 over to 575 in 2024 and 
finally 798 this year. This is partly due to variations in recording 
practices, as not all hotlines are consistently able to extract this 
level of detail from their databases. Despite this, these cases 
underline the importance of strong cross-border cooperation 
and effective partnerships both within and beyond Europe. 

Children who run away
Lost, injured or otherwise missing
Parental abductions
Children in migration
Third party abductions

*Data from 22 hotlines

1%
6%

17%

18%

58%

Raising awareness of the 116 000 hotline network remains 
particularly important. While cooperation with law enforcement is a 
key component across all hotlines, it is essential that hotline services 
are also recognised and accessed directly. They provide specialised 
guidance and support to families and children, helping them take 
appropriate steps to safeguard those at risk. By collecting information 
on children who go missing, they also contribute to building a more 
comprehensive understanding of the issue. 

Who contacts the hotline

Of the 26 hotlines, 22 were able to provide disaggregated data 
on the type of caller. Within the 110,753 contacts for which caller 
information was known, the majority were made by adults, accounting 
for 82,673 contacts (75%).

Among child callers, the largest group is “other children”, representing 
16,354 points of contact (15%). This category may include peers, 
siblings, children from the same family or other children aware of 
someone who is missing or at risk of disappearance. This is followed 
by children at risk of going missing, who account for 8,415 contacts 
to the hotline (8%). Consistent with previous years, children who are 
already missing represent the smallest group of callers, with 3,311 
contacts (3%) recorded in 2025. 

In interpreting this year’s data, it is important to note that a slightly 
higher number of hotlines provided disaggregated caller information 
compared to 2024 (23 compared to 21). In 2024, approximately 160 
out of every 1,000 contacts involved children, rising to around 254 
out of every 1,000 contacts in 2025. This rise from 16% in 2024 to 
25% in 2025, indicates a clear upward trend in children’s use of the 
hotline, which may reflect increasing awareness and visibility of hotline 
services across Europe. 

Adult
Missing child
Child at risk of going missing
Other child

*Data from 23 hotlines

15%

8%

3%

75%
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Gender distribution across all categories

Children who go missing

Children who run away
Parental abductions
Missing children in migration
Third party abductions
Lost, injured or otherwise missing

*Data from 22 hotlines

0%

5%

18%

20%
56%

Gender

Not all hotlines are able to provide information on children’s 
gender. This information was available for 5,576 children, including 
girls, boys, and children identifying as non-binary or transgender. In 
2025, more girls were reported missing to the hotlines than boys, 
representing 52% (2,923), compared to boys at 48% (2,651). 
One child was recorded as non-binary and one as transgender. 

Boys represent a majority in cases of parental abduction 
(664 boys versus 572 girls) and in cases where children were 
lost or injured (113 versus 90 girls). The gender distribution of 
children missing in migration has remained consistent over the 
years, with boys disproportionately represented: 302 boys 
versus 77 girls, accounting for 80% of boys in this category.

Lastly, 994 cases were carried over from the previous year, the 
majority of which were parental abduction cases (640). This 
is mainly because such cases can involve lengthy legal and 
administrative procedures, which may span across several years.

Categories of missing children

As mentioned previously, the amount of cases opened by hotlines 
does not always coincide with the number of children reported 
missing: one child may go missing several times and account for 
more than one case, but one case may also involve several children.

In 2025, 22 hotlines recorded a total of 7,180 missing children. 
Consistent with previous years, children running away account for the 
majority, with 3,985 supported children (56%). Children classified as 
“lost, injured or otherwise missing” account for 1,467 children (20%) in 
2025, a significant increase compared to 2024 (231). This increase is 
partly attributable to a higher overall number of cases, but primarily 
reflects the use of this category as a residual classification when hotlines 
are unable to extract more detailed information from their records.

In 2025, 16 hotlines supported 1,318 children involved in an (international) 
parental abduction. 379 children were reported missing in migration 
this year, representing a slight increase compared to the previous year 
(350). Finally, 31 children were reported to have been abducted by a 
third-party in 2025, a small decrease compared to 2024 (53 children).

In the category of children who run away, as seen in previous years, 
significantly more girls are reported missing with 2,165 girls or 58% 
versus 1567 boys (42%) alongside one transgender person (<1%). In 
the category of third-party abductions, also similar to previous years, 
girls are also overrepresented, with 19 girls compared to 5 boys. 

Reports of violence or abuse

In 2025, 15 hotlines were able to provide data on children who 
experienced elements of violence or abuse either before or during 
a missing episode. These 15 hotlines handled 5,669 missing children 
cases, of which 1,393 involved abuse or violence - representing 25% 
of cases, or 1 in 4 children. Hotlines continue to highlight challenges 
in capturing this data consistently, as it may not always be explicitly 
asked during calls or may not be disclosed by the caller. 

Children who ran away represent the largest group affected by 
violence (953), although this is also the most common category of 
missing children. In parental abductions, 111 children were exposed 
to violence. Third-party abductions involved 10 children who 
experienced violence or abuse, closely followed by children missing 
in migration with 8 children. Among children classified as lost, injured or 
otherwise missing, 18 children were exposed to violence. In addition, 
293 children were reported as having experienced an element of 
violence but could not be further categorised due to limitations in 
data classification. 

Around 1 in every 4 missing children 
experienced violence in 2025

Roughly 6 in 10 children reported 
missing to hotlines are girls

*Data from 22 hotlines - parentheses indicate number of hotlines sharing this information.

Girls               Boys               Other

Lost, injured of otherwise 
missing 

Third party abduction

Children in migration
  
Children who run away

Parental abduction

(12)

(10)

(8)

(19)

(15)

90

19

572

77

2165

113

5

664

302

1567

0

1

0

0

1
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2 Missing Children Europe (2024) - Online Grooming & Going Missing: The Voices of 
European Survivor.

« I wanted it to stop. I felt like 
I couldn’t make it stop, and I wanted 
it to stop. So, I did disclose, but they 
[responsible adults] didn’t really do 
anything about it.2 »

Daphne (9 years old), survivor of grooming
(Name changed to protect the identity of the individual)

How missing children were found 

In 2025, 12 hotlines were able to report on case outcomes, indicating 
that 636 missing children were found, including 12 who were found 
deceased. This figure is very low compared to the total number of 
missing children reported during the year (7,180), largely because 
searches are conducted by law enforcement and hotlines do not 
always receive updates on the final status of missing children cases, 
and families may discontinue contact once the child is found. As a 
result, a significant gap remains in information sharing.

Among the cases where outcomes are known, law enforcement was 
the most frequently reported means by which children were found, 
cited 27 times across all categories (excluding parental abduction). The 
second most common outcome was children returning of their own 
accord, cited 18 times. Other methods were reported far less often, 
including members of the public responding to publicity appeals (cited 
three times), responses to child alert, and search and rescue teams 
(each cited twice).

How children were found across categories

Online grooming and children going missing

Online grooming refers to the deliberate process of approaching 
and building trust with a child through the internet or other digital 
technologies, with the purpose of exploiting or abusing them. It can 
take different forms depending on the abuser’s intentions. Grooming 
can result in a range of serious outcomes, and frequently leads to 
further victimisation, including trafficking, sexual abuse and exploitation, 
and children going missing.

In 2025, 13 hotlines stated they record this information compared 
to 8 the previous year, indicating a clear improvement in reporting 
coverage. This reflects increased emphasis by hotlines and Missing 
Children Europe on systematically identifying and recording this 
information. Six hotlines recorded 92 children victim of online 
grooming, with France accounting for the highest number of children 
(73). This represents a slight decrease compared to 2023 (111 
children), but a significant increase from 2024 (3 children). The figures 
fluctuate because this remains a relatively new reporting category for 
hotlines, meaning that the inclusion or omission of a single hotline can 
significantly affect the overall totals.

Children reported as running away appear to be the most affected 
group, representing 89 of affected children. In some instances, this 
overlaps with third-party abductions, as children who are groomed 
online may be encouraged or coerced into meeting offenders in 
person and, in certain cases, are subsequently held against their will. 
Only one child victim of grooming was recorded under the third-party 
abduction category, while two children were classified as “lost, injured 
or otherwise missing”. However, data collection remains inconsistent, 
as some hotlines refer cases to the 116 111 helpline, others defer to 
national authorities due to the complexity of cases, and some manage 
issues of online violence through separate reporting systems.

*Data from 14 hotlines - parentheses indicate number of hotlines reporting this 
information 

Law enforcement                    

Member of the public responding to a child alert                                                 

Search and Rescue team

Return of their own accord

Lost, injured of 
otherwise missing 

Third party abduction

Children in migration

Children who run 
away

7

4

4

12

27

2

1

3

4 2

10

1

3

2

2 218Total

Member of the public responding to a publicity appeal                                

(8)

(7)

(7)

(13)

https://missingchildreneurope.eu/download/online-grooming-going-missing-the-voices-of-european-survivors/?wpdmdl=6078&refresh=670d3285157051728918149&ind=1728918125370&filename=Final-CESAGRAM-Survivor-Report-14102024.pdf
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/download/online-grooming-going-missing-the-voices-of-european-survivors/?wpdmdl=6078&refresh=670d3285157051728918149&ind=1728918125370&filename=Final-CESAGRAM-Survivor-Report-14102024.pdf
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3 Radu (2014) - Who runs away from home and why? How families, schools, and 
bullying influence youth runaways

4 Missing Children Europe & IGLYO (2026) - Young, Queer & Away from Home: 
Understanding the experiences & needs of LGBTIQ+ children going missing of living 
away from home

5 Missing Children Europe & IGLYO (2026) - Young, Queer & Away from Home: 
Understanding the experiences & needs of LGBTIQ+ children going missing of living 
away from home

CHILDREN WHO RUN AWAY

Missing Children Europe defines children who run away as children 
who leave or are forced (directly or indirectly) to leave their home or 
the care setting in which they were placed. 

> Research finds that a combination of factors across both home and 
school environments influence children in going missing. While abusive 
family contexts, including neglect and conflict, are well-established 
drivers, victimisation and a lack of safety at school, such as bullying 
and social exclusion, may also play a significant role. When children 
experience adversity in multiple settings and lack adequate support 
systems, the likelihood of “running away” as a means of escaping 
increases.3

> Missing Children Europe and IGLYO concluded the Young, Queer 
and Away project this year, addressing a key gap in European 
research on the link between LGBTIQ+ identities and going missing. 
Among participants, 64% identified as trans or gender-diverse and 
51% as bi+, with many also reporting a neurodivergence or a disability, 
highlighting intersecting vulnerabilities. Findings indicate that leaving 
home is often not voluntary, but a response to identity-based rejection, 
violence, or unsafe environments. Over half of participants left home 
two or more times, and 42% first did so at ages 16–17, though some 
were under 10. The results point to a clear link between LGBTIQ+ 
identity and increased risk of going missing, underscoring the need 
for stronger data and targeted support at EU level.4

« It was an escalation of deep 
emotional and psychological struggle 
I was facing ever since I remember 
due to being disabled, queer and 
trans. Therefore, I was repeatedly 
told, [I was] not the child my parents 
wanted.5 »

Young LGBTIQ+ Person

Caseload, age and gender of children running away

In 2025, 19 hotlines reported 4,573 cases of children “running 
away”, an increase from 4,091 in 2024, despite the number of 
reporting hotlines remaining the same. These cases account 
for 58% of all reported missing children. In this category, 3,985 
children were supported, with some children going missing 
multiple times and each episode is recorded as a separate case, 
explaining why there is a higher number of cases than children. 

The youngest reported case involved a child aged 7, based on data 
from 16 hotlines. The average age of children in this category is 15, 
which is consistent with the reported median age (according to 18 and 
14 hotlines respectively). This pattern has remained stable over the years, 
indicating that adolescents are the group most at risk of “running away”.

Based on data from 19 hotlines, girls accounted for 2,165 missing children 
(54%), compared to 1,567 boys (39%). This year, there was one transgender 
child (<1%), while the gender of 6% of children remains unknown.  

Reasons why children run away

This report aims to better understand the factors that lead children to 
leave or be pushed out of their home by identifying the most common 
underlying reasons. The results show that, consistent with previous 
years, problems at home remain the most commonly reported 
reason for children leaving or being pushed out of their home, cited 
by 17 hotlines. This is followed by difficulties within care institutions 
(13 citations), alongside mental health issues, which have risen in 
significance compared to last year, from 8 to 12 hotlines citing this issue.

It is particularly concerning that exposure to exploitation (including 
forced criminality or sexual exploitation) is the fourth most 
commonly reported reason for children running away, cited by 
8 hotlines. The data also indicates that cyberbullying, grooming, 
and trafficking are among the least frequently reported reasons, 
perhaps due to the sensitive nature of collecting this information.

Children being pushed out of their home due to their LGBTIQ+ 
identity or because they came out as such was not reported this year, 
compared with one hotline last year. This issue is often underreported, 
as children may not disclose this information due to fear, and 
hotlines may not systematically ask or recognise it as a vulnerability.

Where do children run away from 

In 2025, 14 hotlines provided information on where children ran away 
from. However, of the 3,810 reported missing children, this information 
was available for 2,631. Among these, 1,714 children (65%) ran away 
from home, while 839 (32%) left care institutions. A further 71 children 
(3%) ran away from other types of accommodation, and 7 children 
(less than 1%) left foster homes. This year, a substantial proportion 
of data was recorded as unknown (1,179 children), representing 
approximately one-third of children who ran away. 

Home
Foster Family
Care Institution
Other type of 
accommodation

*Data from 14 hotlines

3%

32%

0%

65%

Environments children run away from

https://compass.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/soc4.12537
https://compass.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/soc4.12537
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/?wpdmdl=7358&ind=1770732590363
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/?wpdmdl=7358&ind=1770732590363
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/?wpdmdl=7358&ind=1770732590363
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Hotlines provided deeper insight into why children ran away, identifying abuse and neglect, whether physical, emotional, or 
verbal, as the most common reason. A broader climate of physical or emotional violence followed, with periods of heightened 
family conflict and tension ranking third. Together, these leading factors point to a clear link between violence and children going 
missing, underscoring the need for earlier prevention and stronger support for families and children before a child runs away.  

How long does it take to find children who run away 

Outcome information was available for only 244 children 
recorded by 11 hotlines. Of these, 242 children were found alive 
and 2 were found deceased. Timeframe data was available 
for 276 children where the majority (228 children) were found 
within less than one week, 44 within one week to one month, 
and 4 between one and six months after their disappearance.

Thirteen hotlines provided information on how these children were 
found. Law enforcement was the most commonly reported means of 
location (cited 12 times), followed by children returning of their own 
accord (cited 10 times). Children were far less frequently reported 
to have been found following responses from members of the 
public to publicity appeals (cited 2 times) or child alerts (1 citation). 

Children running away more than once

According to 11 hotlines, 478 children ran away multiple times. 
More specifically, 25 children ran away twice, 23 ran away 
between three and five times, and 2 children between six and 
ten times. Each running away episode exposes children to 

Most common reasons for running away

Number of hotlines

Problems at home
Problems in institution
Mental health issues

Exploitation (forced crime or sex work)
Problems at school

Drug/alcohol abuse issues
Peer pressure

Looking for adventure/personal discovery
Experienced grooming

Experienced cyber-bullying
Experienced trafficking or smuggling

Disadvantaged socio-economic background
Other

LGBTQIA+

0

0

84 122 106 14 16

17
13

12
8

7
5
5

4

3
3
3

1
1

Ranking of most common problems at home 

Numbers based on weighted ranking

Abuse and/or neglect (physical, verbal/emotional or sexual)

Climate of (physical or emotional) violence in the family

Period of heightened conflict/tension in the family

Change in family dynamics (divorce, newly composed family, 
new baby, death of a family member, etc.)

Authoritarian parental style (lack of autonomy)

Parental mental illness

Parental alcohol or drug abuse

Low socio-economic status

Young carer responsabilities

0 8040 12020 10060
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64

58

Less than 1 week 
Between 1 week and 1 month
Between 1 month and 6 months
Between 6 and 12 months

*Data from 8 hotlines

1%

16%

83%

Timeline of when children were found

additional risks, highlighting the need for secondary prevention, 
to better address the underlying causes of them leaving home.
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MISSING CHILDREN IN MIGRATION	

Missing Children Europe defines children missing in migration as 
children who migrated from their country of origin fleeing conflict or 
persecution; or in search of survival, security, improved standards of 
living, education, economic opportunities, protection from exploitation 
and abuse, family reunification or a combination of these or other 
factors, whose presence became known to authorities or caregivers 
of a country and whose whereabouts cannot be established. They 
may travel with their family, independently, with extended family, or 
with a non-family member. This category also covers children in asylum 
procedures, temporary protection, irregular migration, statelessness 
situations, undocumented situations, and those not formally registered 
with authorities.

> According to Eurostat, 669,365 first-time asylum applicants (non-EU 
citizens) applied for international protection in EU countries in 2025, 
representing a 27% decrease compared with 2024. Additionally, there 
were 127,340 subsequent asylum applicants recorded across the EU 
countries in 2025, up 51.3% when compared with 2024 (84 160). Of 
the total first-time applicants in 2025, 158,400 were under the age of 
18, accounting for 23.7% of all first-time applications recorded in the 
EU. Unaccompanied children made up 13.3% of first-time applicants 
aged under 18.6  

> As of March 2025, nearly 4.3 million people displaced from Ukraine 
were benefiting from temporary protection in the EU, around one third 
of whom are children.7 Note that even when Member States provide 
information to the European Commission and Eurostat, the accuracy 
depends on effective identification and age assessments of children.8

> Children on the move face grave risks, including the likelihood of going 
missing and the risk of being trafficked, which are often interconnected. 
During the 2021–2022 reporting period, 17,248 victims of trafficking in 
human beings were registered in the EU, representing an increase of 
20.5% compared with the 2019–2020 period. Children accounted 
for nearly one-fifth (19%) of all registered victims. In 2021–2022, 81% 
of child victims were EU citizens (2,401 children), and the majority of 
these (88%, or 2,120 children) were exploited within their own Member 
State.9

Caseload, age, gender and nationality

In 2025, 15 hotlines reported collecting data on missing children 
in migration, with only 8 hotlines reporting cases in this category, 
amounting to 464 cases involving 379 children. The number of cases 
exceeds the number of supported children because, in Belgium, 
some children went missing in migration more than once, with each 
episode recorded as a separate case. Seven hotlines reported that 
457 cases of children missing in migration involved unaccompanied 
minors, accounting for nearly all children in this category. This number 
has slightly increased from 428 cases in 2024, though it does not 
adequately reflect the reality of children in migration, with significant 
underreporting to hotlines, often due to fear or distrust. 

Hotlines were able to report the gender of all missing children in this 
category, with 77 girls (20%) and 302 boys (80%), a consistent pattern 
compared to previous years. The youngest child recorded missing 
in migration was 3. The median age of children going missing in 
migration was 16, indicating that older adolescents are the most at risk. 

The nationalities most frequently reported among children missing in 
migration were Moroccan, Syrian, and Iraqi, followed by Ukrainian 
and Albanian children (according to 8 hotlines) – similar to previous 
years. Other, less frequently reported nationalities include children from 
Senegal, Eritrea, Gambia, Pakistan, and Yemen.

Limited and fragmented data on children in migration continues to 
constrain a clear understanding of how many go missing. Ongoing 
reporting barriers and low awareness of available support services 
further increase their vulnerability, often leaving these children 
overlooked by protection systems.

Why migrant children go missing and how long it takes 
to find them 

Six hotlines provided additional information on the reasons why 
migrant children go missing. The most frequently cited factors were the 
desire to reunite with family or peers and poor living conditions such 
as reception conditions, lack of shelter or support (each reported by 4 
hotlines). Other commonly mentioned reasons included mental health 
issues, lack of opportunities, exposure to violence (physical, sexual, or 
psychological), and pressure from family members, guardians, or peers 
(each cited by 3 hotlines).

Data from five hotlines show that, among cases with available 
information, 255 missing children in migration were found alive, while 
11 had not been located at the time of data collection. The status of 
a further 113 children remain unknown.

Regarding the timeframe, 32 children were found within less than a 
week, 40 between one week and one month, and 8 between one 
and six months. Information on the remaining cases is unavailable, 
reflecting the challenges in tracking outcomes for this group of missing 
children. Many of these disappearances involve movement between 
different jurisdictions, and limited cooperation between relevant 
actors can mean that hotlines do not receive updates on outcomes, 
whereabouts, or the duration of a child’s disappearance. 

6 Eurostat (2026) - Children in migration: asylum applicants

7 European Commission (2025) - Proposal for a COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING DECISION 
extending temporary protection

8 Save the Children (2025) - Crossing Lines: Realities of migrant children at EU external 
borders | Save the Children’s Resource Centre

9 European Commission (2025) - Report from the Commission on the progress made in 
the European Union in combating trafficking in human beings (Fifth Report)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Children_in_migration_-_asylum_applicants
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9422-2025-INIT/EN/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9422-2025-INIT/EN/pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/Crossing_Lines_Full_Report_v2.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/pdf/Crossing_Lines_Full_Report_v2.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0008
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0008
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Missing Children Europe defines (international) parental abduction as 
children being taken away to, or kept in, a country or place other than 
that of its normal residence by a parent or person having parental 
authority, against the will of the other parent or person with parental 
authority. We will use the term parental abductions to include both 
national and international or cross-border cases with a parental 
element, whereas “International child abduction” is the official term 
for international/cross-border cases.

> There are around 1,800 cases of parental child abduction within 
the EU every year. All those involved in the dispute: judges, lawyers, 
mediators, Central Authorities and other professionals, must seek to 
ensure the effective settlement of cross-border family disputes under 
the existing EU and International Legal Instruments.10

Caseload, age and gender

In 2025, 16 hotlines reported data on parental abduction, recording 
1,366 cases and involving 1,318 children. Hotlines reported that 640 
cases were carried over from the previous year. This remains the 
category with the highest number of ongoing cases year to year. 

International parental abduction cases represent the largest share of 
cases involving a cross-border element, accounting for at least 759 
cases. This figure may be higher in reality, as hotlines are not always 
aware of the location of the other parent.

The youngest child reported in a parental abduction case was under 
one year old. The median age of children abducted by a parent is six, 
indicating that parental abductions tend to involve younger children 
(data from 12 hotlines).

Of the 1,236 children abducted by a parent, 14 hotlines were able to 
provide a gender breakdown – with 572 (43%) girls and 664 boys 
(50%), leaving 82 children (6%) whose gender is unknown. Similar to 
previous years, women are more likely to take or keep their child(ren), 
with 666 mothers (57%) abducting a child compared to 357 (31%) 
fathers. In many contexts, mothers are more likely to be primary 
caregivers, a pattern shaped in part by broader societal expectations 
around caregiving roles.11 This can influence the dynamics observed 
in international parental child abduction cases, including who is more 
likely to relocate with a child during or after family breakdown. 

PARENTAL ABDUCTIONS 

10 Missing Children Europe (2017) – Bouncing Back: Ensuring the wellbeing of children in 
cases of international child abduction 

11 The Guardian (2025) - Domestic abuse victims who flee with children overseas to be 
criminalised under new law

« If I were the judge, I would insist that 
the parents talk to each other first. »
 

Young person, Belgium

Most common reasons why migrant children go missing

Almost all children reported missing 
in migration are unaccompanied 
(98.5%), underscoring the urgent 
need for targeted protection 
measures.

How are missing migrant children found

The most common way children in migration were found was through 
law enforcement agencies (stated by 4 hotlines), followed by children 
returning of their own accord (stated by 3 hotlines) and other methods 
of retrieval. Methods such as search and rescue teams or members of 
the public providing information, were not reported.

*Data from 6 hotlines

Lack of opportunities
To reunite with family/peers
Bad living conditions
Issues with procedures (asylum application)
Experienced violence
Pressured by family/guardians/peers
Trafficking and or/smuggling
Lack of autonomy in alternative care
Lack of information (about procedures)
They felt depressed or experienced mental health issues
Unknown
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https://missingchildreneurope.eu/?wpdmdl=2347
https://missingchildreneurope.eu/?wpdmdl=2347
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/nov/16/domestic-abuse-victims-children-overseas-crime-police-bill-law?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2025/nov/16/domestic-abuse-victims-children-overseas-crime-police-bill-law?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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12 M Trimmings & Momoh (2021) - Intersection between Domestic Violence and International Parental Child Abduction: Protection of Abducting Mothers in Return Proceedings 

How children were found and cases resolved

Of the 1,318 children involved in parental abduction cases, only a 
limited number of hotlines (5) were able to provide information on their 
condition when found. Among the missing children, 48 children were 
found alive, while the outcome of the remaining cases is unknown. 

Five hotlines provided information on the time taken to locate 28 
children. Of these, 8 were found in less than one week and 11 children 
were found between one week and one month. A further 7 children 
were located between one and six months, and 2 between six and 
twelve months.

A limited number of hotlines were able to provide quantitative data 
on case resolutions by method. Among those reporting, parental 
skills workshops and judicial or court decisions were each used in 
5 cases, while mediation and police action were each reported in 
3 cases. However, most hotlines were unable to provide complete 
numerical breakdowns across all resolution methods. As a result, they 
were instead asked to rank different means of resolution, from most 
to least common.

Based on these rankings, judicial or court decisions were the most 
common way to resolve parental abduction cases, closely followed 
by police or other legal actions. Mediation and other alternative 
dispute methods ranked third, marking an increase from previous 
years and suggesting growing awareness of non-legal approaches 
to de-escalate parental abduction cases and reduce reliance on 
court proceedings.

Some of these cases intersect with situations of domestic violence, 
where a parent may leave with a child in response to unsafe 
circumstances. Research indicates that courts may recognise a 
“grave risk of harm” not only in relation to direct harm to the child, 
but also where the child is exposed to violence against a parent, 
also noting that existing legal frameworks do not always fully capture 
these complexities.12  Although not all hotlines collect this information, 
this year’s data indicate that 111 children were exposed to some 
form of violence or abuse, making it the second most affected 
category of missing children. This highlights the importance of better 
understanding children’s exposure to violence and abuse at home 
in order to effectively prevent risks of parental abductions or children 
running away.

Location of parental child abduction cases

Within the territorial boundaries of 
a single State
Between two EU Member States
Between an EU Member State and 
a non-EU Member State

*Data from 12 hotlines

23%

12%

65%

Ranking of most common resolution methods 

Data from 12 hotlines – calculation made with weighted ranking

Judicial procedure or court decision 
Legal (or police) action
Mediation and other forms of ADR 
Parental skills workshop
Family therapy
Other
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Of the total parental abduction cases, only 735 were geographically 
categorised by 12 hotlines, while in the remaining cases this information 
was either unavailable or could not be extracted. The majority of 
cases occurred within a single State, accounting for 481 cases (65%), 
followed by 169 cases between an EU Member State and a non-EU 
Member State (23%). The least common were 85 cases involving two 
EU Member States (12%), a consistent pattern from last year’s findings.

https://watermark02.silverchair.com/ebab001.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA1cwggNTBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggNEMIIDQAIBADCCAzkGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMhPCrAlimxjwuGKSZAgEQgIIDCtkWhnjO7L8H3R5ArdRIIBiML9I3gRfKs8MG6HpAFRAVL1a5jyYkqgt6dGhjZGry5NKZwzGS3W_caKlqU1JomWc7WM6vvUFOy36MG03Ic8oLa8AeMl9ar84rMucdDsh_bNOqg7mLmpqtW2jH_cFLt7OXPuWrcNH4_IZYagoV0ZMoyWD4tmS1C2kdy52wznCqyMn1AJSeN5nOn3wjI3kwXQLWWzyj0oSFU3EwPdZIUAcW4Ija_bfhg1q685snCOvTXk7OypzEsshyOmYMYNBX1pIvd9ICBJLeXcy8bxVpHV0qFDQt-3N8CNX1ySpa-4NRhs3DcX_GRtoOKGHn8eiz-07DQLU_Y1GaIJWPZ2cb-iTmf-ffxuTKoh4WVYE0ZE8oKeCirrA732hNcef7Ca84BNf4K0L23qCtRkUiVDskQXXJ2iEYkWxNTzwO-0WyVG_J2307KBDwz2b-E4FZWwzzzM9U3FhzzUOnUkg4LON8pqFYInGZpasp9akz-DM53cGCfR5u6A0_l0D5H5cdL1kLVwAdE9NZ-6L-KMxzhGwrufLfkpq3qI2NRsD-OFo7ATXO5-2i6A_9UpdLJrjv36jbGf2pGJmstLlkjcW5K_luvI74aFIGjUMZHxL9s9hP_v2OYSbj435D7JVOBHLHhVVIjSYt8SYbDFCjD1sK1gkiln8L5CWBJaEm2FeBVoIwIcs6801kNo20fLEZBSwQ68mvJvFq_uwDRf7GgL8zj6SPFnd1OOYPPVjdA1MIsA5pizzQ6QfkpQY6WEZzEZ4QxT3bir98I2hK34H69kB24PLRsZmosYwm9PT0RUXbEjEOtj6OIpY_DommPR0yHzl5h6NT8LZGrno58tHOKOcXVNMl-mYZ6omXdVMDtc1SFqGqCMlP6iFvfSgBbqMvSzeFCGpgjwTgz8csmBeWB46fIK6wT3r2o5jRUlwC8DArMWPqm-bRTLrdMGkXdm0AhnzHxys1OPw0vk2bsB8ZPuf-mnOKPjNnmHOUU-mPWpYhcyprp3kb_TPubxukTD-tIxs
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THIRD PARTY ABDUCTIONS

Caseload, age and gender

In 2025, 10 hotlines reported a total of 31 cases of third-party 
abduction involving 31 children. The youngest child recorded in this 
category was 3 years old. Overall, the average age of children in 
third-party abduction cases is 10 years old, with a median age of 12 
years old. 

Girls were the most frequently reported as having been abducted by a 
third party (19), compared to 5 boys, while the gender of 7 abducted 
children remains unknown.

Some hotlines were able to provide information on the identity of the 
abductor. Most hotlines reported that the abductor was known to 
the child, including a family member other than a parent (reported 
by 3 hotlines), the young person’s partner (2 hotlines), or a friend 
or acquaintance of the child or their family (3 hotlines). Six hotlines 
reported that children were abducted by strangers.

Only six hotlines were able to provide information on whether 
abducted children were located and whether they were found alive 
or deceased. Among the cases reported, 11 children were confirmed 
to have been found alive. Of the children who were located, 2 were 
found in less than a week, 4 were found between one week and one 
month, and 1 child was found between 6 and 12 months. No further 
information is available on the remaining children.

Timeline of when children were found 

Similar to previous years, law enforcement agencies were reported 
by 4 hotlines as the primary mean of finding abducted children, while 
another hotline mentioned a child returning of their own accord. 
Contrary to this, other means of case resolutions, such as members 
of the public responding to child alerts or publicity appeals, were not 
selected by any hotline this year. 

Early intervention and close coordination between hotlines and law 
enforcement are essential to ensure swift responses and the timely 
location of children. Strengthening communication between children 
and trusted family members can also help them recognise early 
warning signs and potential risks that may lead to going missing, 
particularly in cases where the abductor is known to the child. Given 
that this year’s data indicates an increase in cases involving strangers 
compared to previous years, rapid cooperation between authorities 
and families is especially important to quickly identify possible locations 
and support effective search efforts.

Missing Children Europe defines third party abduction as the removal, 
retention or transportation of a child by anyone other than the parents 
or persons with parental authority. This may include abduction for 
purposes such as ransom, exploitation, trafficking, grooming or other 
personal motives.

Relationship of the abductor to the child

Family member (other than parent)
Friend or Acquaintance of the child 
and/or its family
Stranger
Child’s romantic partner
Unknown
Other

*Data from 9 hotlines

17%

17%

11%

33%

11%

11%
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LOST, INJURED OR OTHERWISE MISSING

Caseload, age and gender

In 2025, 12 hotlines reported 1,447 cases in this category, supporting a total 
of 1,467 children, indicating that some children went missing more than once 
though in some cases more than one child was reported missing in a single 
case. 

Gender information was available for only 204 children, of whom 113 were 
boys, 90 were girls, and one identified as non-binary. The average youngest 
age reported is just over 6 years old, while the median age of children in this 
category is 12, indicating that most cases involve young adolescents. 

Little is known on whether children were found and in what condition. However, 
hotlines declared that 68 children were found alive and 10 were found 
deceased. It is often in this category where there are higher chances of children 
being found deceased. 

Five hotlines provided information on the time it took to locate 18 children (both 
alive and deceased). Of these, 16 were found in less than a week, 1 between 
one week and one month, and 1 between 6 and 12 months.

Why children went missing or were injured, and how they were 
found

Only a few hotlines were able to determine the reasons why children went 
missing in this category. Among the available data, accidents were the most 
commonly reported cause (cited by 4 hotlines). This was followed by children 
getting lost in crowded places, and not knowing how to return home (each 
cited by 3 hotlines). Less frequently reported, but still significant, were cases 
involving suicide attempts or children who died by suicide (cited 2 times). It is 
therefore essential to ensure that adequate mental health support and services 
are available, both as a preventive measure and to support children once they 
have been located. One hotline reported a disappearance linked to severe 
economic difficulties.

Missing Children Europe defines “lost, injured or otherwise missing” children as 
those who disappear without an apparent reason, become lost or injured and 
cannot be located immediately, or whose circumstances of disappearance 
are not yet known.

The majority of children were located by law enforcement 
agencies, as reported by 7 hotlines, followed by children 
returning of their own accord (4 hotlines). Search and 
rescue teams and members of the public responding to 
publicity appeals were each cited by 2 hotlines. Some 
hotlines reported that children were found by their parents 
or other family members.

Most common reasons why children were lost or injured

Number of hotlines

Unknown
They had an accident
They did not know the way to get home
They got lost in a crowded place 
(shopping centre, beach etc.)
They attempted suicide
They had a neurodivergence limiting 
their ability to get home/to a place
They experienced a mental health 
problem limiting their ability to get home/
to a place

0

0

0

21 3 54

5
4

3
3

2

3

*Data from 6 hotlines
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Hotlines run by members

Albania: ALO 116 
Austria: 147 Rat auf Draht 
Belgium: Child Focus
Bulgaria: Nadja Centre Foundation
Croatia: CNZD - Centar za Nestalu
Cyprus: Consortium: SPAVO & Hope for Children
*Czech Republic: Cesta z krize, z.ú. 
Denmark: Børns Vilkår 
France: Droit d’Enfance
Greece: The Smile of the Child
Hungary: Kék Vonal
Ireland: Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children
Italy: SOS Telefono Azzurro
Lithuania: Missing Persons’ Families Support 
Centre

Poland: ITAKA
Portugal: Instituto de Apoio à Criança
Serbia: ASTRA
*Slovakia: Linka detskej istoty, n. o.
Spain: Fundación ANAR
*Switzerland: Missing Children Switzerland
*The Netherlands: Centrum Internationale 
Kinderontvoering
United Kingdom: Missing People 
*Ukraine: NGO Magnolia 

HOTLINES FOR MISSING CHILDREN

Hotlines not run by members

Estonia: Lasteabi.ee 
Finland: Nödcentralsverket
*Germany: Vermisste Kinder
Latvia: Valsts Policija 
*Luxemburg: L’Office National de l’Enfance
*Malta: The Malta Police Force
Romania: Asociatia Telefonul Copilului
*Slovenia: Zavod 116
*Sweden: SOS Alarm

*Did not provide data for this report

Hotlines run 
by members

Hotlines not 
run by members

https://alo116.al/
https://www.rataufdraht.at/
https://www.childfocus.be/en
https://www.centrenadja.com/
https://cnzd.org/
https://domviolence.org.cy/en/
https://uncrcpc.org.cy/en/
https://www.cestazkrize.net/
https://bornsvilkar.dk/
https://www.droitdenfance.org/
https://www.hamogelo.gr/gr/en/home/
https://www.kek-vonal.hu/index.php/hu/
https://www.ispcc.ie/
https://www.ispcc.ie/
https://azzurro.it/en/
https://missing.lt/
https://missing.lt/
https://itaka.org.pl/
https://iacrianca.pt/
https://astra.rs/
https://ldi.sk/
https://www.anar.org/
https://missingchildren.ch/
https://kinderontvoering.org/en/parents/advice/traveling-with-children/
https://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
https://magnolia.org.ua/en
https://www.lasteabi.ee/en/about-the-service/missing-children-hotline-116-000/
https://112.fi/sv/nodcentralsverket
https://www.initiative-vermisste-kinder.de/
https://www.vp.gov.lv/lv
https://www.officenationalenfance.lu/en/
https://pulizija.gov.mt/en/services/Pages/Emergency-Services.aspx
https://telefonulcopilului.ro/home
http://www.zavod116.si/
https://www.sosalarm.se/
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SUPPORT MISSING CHILDREN EUROPE

Make a donation

Support Missing Children Europe and our work to 
prevent and protect missing and sexually exploited 
children. Together, we can give more than hope to 
children and their families!

For donors residing in Belgium 
who require a tax certificate: please make your donation 
through The Friends of Missing Children Europe Fund 
managed by the King Baudouin Foundation. Belgian 
donations of € 40 or more per year to the Foundation 
benefit from a tax reduction of 30% of the amount 
actually donated (Art. 145/33 CIR).

Bank Account Details
King Baudouin Foundation
IBAN: BE10 0000 0000 0404
BIC: GEBABEBB
Structured Communication: +++ 623/3977/80036+++

Get involved
Find out about our campaigns, fundraising events, 
and initiatives at www.missingchildreneurope.eu/get-
involved/.

Interested in making a lasting impact? You can sponsor 
a fundraising event, organise one, or support one of our 
meaningful projects.

You can also celebrate special moments like birthdays, 
weddings, or graduations by encouraging your friends 
and family to donate to this important cause. Together, 
we can make a change!

Contact us at info@missingchildreneurope.eu for more 
information.

Volunteer with us
We are always looking for dedicated volunteers 
with expertise in areas like website development, 
photography, videography, translation, interpretation, 
copy editing,  and IT support. Could you lend a hand? 

If so, we would love to hear from you! 
Reach out to us at info@missingchildreneurope.eu

A heartfelt thank you to our 
donors 
Mr and Mrs Badin, Mr and Mrs Berthelemot, Mr and 
Mrs de Clercq, Mr and Mrs De Cooman, Mrs Marlène 
De Wouters D’Oplinter, Mr and Mrs de Jambline, Mrs 
Christine de Posson de Wanfercée, Mrs Isabelle Dillard, 
Mrs Marie Duchateau, Mrs Dauwe Regine, Mr Philippe 
Feller, Mr Alain Fayard, Mrs Marie Helsmoortel, Mrs 
Tora Hylkema, Mrs Anne Dominique Janssens van Der 
Maelen, Mr Petr Kharitonov, Mr Louis Lennep, Mrs Anne 
Le Jeune Werrie, Mrs Deirdre Manchoulas, Mr and Mrs 
Mediavilla, Mr Robert Misonne, Mrs Joanna Nahorska, 
Mr Alexandre Paternotte de la Vaillée, Mr and Mrs 
Pierard-Fieschi, Baron and Baroness de Schaetzen, 
Coenraets Conseil Srl, Mrs Marie van Campenhout, 
Mr Olivier van Regemortel, Mr Philippe Winssinger, Mr 
Francis Coppinger.

Special thanks to our photographer, Mr Alain Sannen 
(www.alainsannen.be), as well as all volunteers 
who supported our projects, campaigns, and the 
organisation of the golf event.
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For all other donations
Missing Children Europe
IBAN: BE43 3101 6583 2401
BIC/SWIFT: BBRUBEBB
Communication: “Donation”
Missing Children Europe is able to provide a tax 
certificate for residents of France. For more info, 
visit the website: https://missingchildreneurope.eu/
donate/
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http://www.alainsannen.be/site_internet/
https://www.alainsannen.be
http://www.missingchildreneurope.eu/get-involved/
http://www.missingchildreneurope.eu/get-involved/
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