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Å Free and unrestricted movement of citizens

Å This includes criminals and vulnerable people

Å It does not include law enforcement

Europe without borders



The present system of border controls

ÅAverage 40 minutes in the airport

ÅOnly seconds to check passport validity

ÅData supporting passport scan not comprehensive

Å43 million lost, stolen or forged passports in circulation

ÅCommercial and passenger pressures to minimize queuing

Wider international borders 



ÅThe Schengen Agreement was signed in 1985, a time when travel was 

not so easy

ÅThe pursuit of offenders and the safe recovery of children have to be 

dealt with separately

ÅProcesses can take a long time to agree, allowing the child and the 

suspect can travel longer distances

ÅDifferent legal systems

Problem with the process



ÅRapid response is not easy and does not usually happen

ÅChild alerts require that destination countries decide if an alert is 

needed demanding a lengthy assessment and decision-making process

ÅSurely an endangered child should demand the same response as an 

aircraft crash ïimmediate action.

ÅWhat is more important?  Following the rules or saving the child?

Speed of response 


